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(57) ABSTRACT

A separator (10) comprises a housing (12) and a separator
chamber (14) contained within the housing (12), an inlet (16)
and outlet (18) to the separator chamber and a dividing mem-
ber (20) for substantially dividing the separator chamber (14)
into a first chamber (22) and a second chamber (24). A flow
path is provided between the first and second chambers (22),
(24) for allowing flow to circulate between the first and sec-
ond chambers, and obstruction means (74) is provided in the
second chamber (24) for slowing flow through the second
chamber (24).
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1
WATER AND DIRT SEPARATOR

The present invention relates to a separator suitable for
separating particles from a fluid flow and particularly but not
exclusively to a separator for separating particles from central
heating system water.

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION

It is already known to use a magnetic separator to separate
magnetic particles from central heating system water, as
described in granted British Patent GB2402894. It is a well
understood problem that, over time, oxygen contained within
the system water of domestic and commercial heating sys-
tems causes corrosion to the inner surfaces of pipes, radiators,
boiler heat exchangers and the like. The corrosion results in
the system water carrying ferrous particles, sometimes
referred to as magnetite. Other non-magnetic particles are
also carried in the system water. The magnetic and non-
magnetic particles, if left in the system water, tend to build up
as sludge over time and reduce the efficiency of the system.
They may build up in the boiler thus reducing heat transfer, in
the lower corners of radiators causing cold spots, or in pipe
work causing reduced flowrate of system water and increas-
ing the demand on the system pump.

It is known to add inhibitors to try and prevent corrosion,
but often the inhibitors only slow or delay the onset of corro-
sion problems rather than removing them. Whilst a magnetic
separator is effective in removing magnetite, it is only par-
tially successful in removing non-magnetic particles. An
advantage of, for example, the magnetic separator of GB
2402894 is that the flow of system water through the separator
is hardly restricted at all and the losses in the separator are
minimal. Swirl is set up in the separator around a sleeved
magnet and magnetite in the system water is attracted out of
the flow by magnetic attraction.

However, in order to effectively remove non-magnetic par-
ticles held in suspension, it is necessary to significantly slow
the flow rate of the system water. However, it is undesirable to
slow the flow rate, because this has a detrimental effect on the
heating efficiency of the system. Furthermore, it is not desir-
able to pass the system water through a filter, such as a mesh
or gauze, because this significantly impedes the flow, reduces
efficiency, can clog easily and requires relatively frequent
cleaning.

It is an object of the invention to provide a separator suit-
able for separating particles from water circulating in a closed
system which substantially mitigates or reduces these prob-
lems.

STATEMENT OF INVENTION

According to the present invention, there is provided a
separator comprising a housing and a separator chamber con-
tained within the housing, an inlet and outlet to the separator
chamber, a dividing member for substantially dividing the
separator chamber into a first chamber and a second chamber,
a flow path provided between the first and second chambers
for allowing flow to circulate between the first and second
chambers, and obstruction means provided in the second
chamber for slowing flow through the second chamber.

Advantageously, flow in the first chamber of the separator
is substantially unrestricted, but a portion of the flow passes
into the second chamber, where it is slowed by the obstruction
means to a sufficient degree to allow particles carried in the
system water to drop out of suspension and be collected in the
second chamber.
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2

The housing may include a body portion and a removable
closure portion, which may be screw threaded to the body
portion to allow access to the separator chamber for servicing
and cleaning.

The second chamber may include a tray having a base and
at least one sidewall for collecting sediment. The tray may be
removable for cleaning.

The dividing member may adjoin and be releasably con-
nected to the tray, for example, by means of a bayonet fixing.

The ability to detach the dividing member from the top of
the tray allows access to the tray for cleaning.

A magnet may be provided in the first chamber and a
tubular sleeve may be provided around the magnet. Magnetic
particles, eg magnetite is drawn towards the magnet and is
held against the outer wall of the tubular sleeve. On removal
of'the magnet from within the sleeve, the magnetite falls away
for disposal.

The tubular sleeve may be mounted to the dividing member
and may extend longitudinally along a central axis of the first
chamber.

A substantially conical deflector may be mounted at the
upper end of the first chamber for accelerating flow in the
upper part of the chamber. This acceleration of flow substan-
tially prevents cavitation at the outlet.

The conical deflector may be mounted to the tubular sleeve.
The tray, dividing member, tubular sleeve and substantially
conical deflector may be removable for cleaning.

A bleed valve may be provided for bleeding air from the
separator and a dosing point may be provided for adding
liquid to the separator. The bleed valve and dosing point may
be provided in a single fitting.

The obstruction means may include a plurality of pins. At
least one of the pins may extend through an aperture in the
dividing member into the first chamber. This slows flow
directly above the dividing member.

The pins may extend perpendicularly from the base of the
tray and may be cylindrical or substantially conical. At least
one of the pins may be cut away on one side to present a flat
surface to flow through the inlet. The inlet flow may be tan-
gential for setting up swirl in the first chamber and the flat
surfaces preferably face the flow to create drag and slow the
flow.

The obstruction means may also include a plurality of
radial walls provided on the dividing member which may
extend into the first chamber.

An aperture may be provided through the dividing member
at the base of at least one of the radial walls, the radial wall
guiding flow through the aperture.

Advantageously, the radial walls assist in slowing the flow
directly above the dividing member and direct flow into the
second chamber, where particles held in suspension are sepa-
rated.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a better understanding of the present invention, and to
show more clearly how it may be carried into effect, reference
will now be made, by way of example only, to the accompa-
nying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of a separator according to
the present invention;

FIG. 2 shows a perspective cut-away view through the
separator of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 shows a perspective view of a removable particle
collection element of the separator of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 shows a perspective view of a collection tray of the
particle collection element of FIG. 3;
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FIG. 5 shows an enlarged view of the separation element of
the separator of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 6 shows an underside view of the separation element
of the separator of FIG. 1, showing the tray locked to the
dividing member.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring firstly to FIGS. 1 and 2, a separator for separat-
ing, for example, particles in suspension in central heating
system water, is indicated generally at 10. The separator 10
comprises a substantially cylindrical housing 12 and a sepa-
rator chamber 14 contained within the housing 12. Aninlet 16
and outlet 18 are provided for circulating flow through the
separator chamber 14. The separator chamber 14 is divided
into two smaller chambers by means of a dividing member 20.
The dividing member 20 is substantially a flat circular plate.
A first chamber 22 is provided above the dividing member 20
and a second chamber 24 is provided below the dividing
member 20. As will be described in detail below, flow is able
to circulate between the chambers 22, 24, although the inlet
16 and outlet 18 both open into the first chamber 22.

Thehousing 12 includes a body portion 25 and a removable
closure portion 26. The upper end of the body portion 25 is
formed with a male thread 28 and the closure portion is in the
form of a screw-on cap with co-operating internal thread 29.
A seal 30 is provided in a circular recess 32 in the underside
of the closure portion 26 and when the closure portion 26 is
screwed fully onto the end of the body portion 25, the seal is
pinched between the end of the body portion and the circular
recess 32, thus forming a watertight seal.

Referring in particular to FIG. 2, an aperture 36 is provided
through the centre of the end of the closure portion 26, for
receiving a fitting 38. The fitting 38 is threaded into the
aperture 36 and sits on a stainless steel seat or washer 40. Flats
39 are provided on the side of the fitting 38, enabling it to be
gripped by a spanner or the like for tightening, replacement or
servicing. An O-ring seal 41 is provided between the fitting 38
and a hermetically sealed magnet unit 98, described further
below. A second O-ring seal (not shown for clarity) sits in a
circumferential groove between the end of the hermetically
sealed magnet and the underside of the closure portion 26.
The fitting 38 is a combined air bleed valve and vessel dosing
point, as described in granted patent GB 2402894, which is
incorporated herein by reference.

The fitting 38 has an axial bore 42 extending there-through
which is sealed at its outer end by a screw-in plug 44. A valve
seating 46 is provided part way along the axial bore which
seats a substantially spherical valve member 48. The valve
member 48 is biased into contact with the valve seating by
means of a spring 50.

When it is desired to dose the separator with, for example,
an inhibitor, then the screw-in plug 44 can be removed and the
spherical valve member 48 is biased into contact with the
valve seating 46 thereby sealing the axial bore 42 and pre-
venting fluid from leaving the separator 10. A fluid dosing
dispenser can then be attached to the threaded axial bore 42
and pressurized, thereby forcing fluid through the axial bore
42 into the separator 10 by lifting the spherical valve member
48 off the valve seating 46. Once sufficient fluid has been
pumped into the separator 10, then the spherical valve mem-
ber 48 returns to its’ rest position against the valve seating 46
and seals the axial bore 42. If, on the other hand it is required
to bleed air from the separator 10, then the screw-in plug 44
can be screwed into the fitting 38 such that a projection on the
end of the plug 44 contacts the spherical valve member 48 and
lifts it from the valve seating 46 against the bias of the spring
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50. Any air contained in the top of the separator can then flow
freely through the axial bore 42 and past the plug 44 to
atmosphere. When liquid starts to appear through the axial
bore 42, then the screw-in plug 44 can be tightened to prevent
further flow of liquid from the separator 10.

Referring now to FIG. 3, a separation element which fits
inside the separator chamber 14 is indicated generally at 52.
The separation element 52 includes a substantially circular
base member or tray 54 for capturing and containing particles
separated from suspension, also seen in FIG. 4. The dividing
member 20 sits on top of the tray 54 and is integrally formed
with a tubular column or sleeve 56, which contains one or
more magnets 58, shown in FIG. 2. A substantially conical
deflector 60 is disposed at the upper end of the sleeve 56 for
enhancing swirl of the fluid around the sleeve 56.

Thetray 54 has a circular base 62 and a circular side wall 64
extending there-from. The upper end of the side wall 64 is
provided with an axially extending circumferential lip 66.
Cut-outs 68, twelve of which can be seen in FIG. 4, are
providedin thelip 66 at spaced intervals for location purposes
as described further below. A circular or cylindrical boss 70 is
provided at the centre of the tray 54 and four radial walls 72
extend from the periphery of the boss to the inside of the side
wall 64. The radial walls 72 substantially divide the tray 54
into quadrants. In each quadrant, there are provided a number
of obstruction means or arrestor elements, generally taking
the form of pins. Three substantially cone shaped arrestor
elements 74 are provided in each quadrant, and are cut away
to present a substantially flat angled face to anti-clockwise
movement around the tray 54, as viewed in FIG. 4. The
arrestor elements 74 extend above the height of the lip 66 and
when the separation element 52 is assembled, as shown in
FIG. 3, the arrestor elements 74 extend through apertures 76
in the dividing member 20. A further six smaller arrestor
elements 78 are provided in each quadrant and are positioned
inwardly of the arrestor elements 74. All of the arrestor ele-
ments 74, 78 extend substantially perpendicularly from the
base 62 of the tray 54. The upper edges of the radial walls 72
are partly cut away or recessed to allow flow through the tray
54 underneath the dividing member 20.

A further pin or boss 80 is provided inside the circular boss
70 at the centre of the tray 54 and is provided with two
substantially [-shaped slots 82 on either side thereof. Refer-
ring in particular to FIG. 5, a pair of opposed pins 84 are
provided on a spigot 86 provided on the underside of the
dividing member 20 and the pins 84 and slots 82 together
form a bayonet connection for holding the tray 54 and sepa-
rator element 52 together. A circumferential lip 88 is provided
around the underside periphery of the dividing member 20
and has 12 equi-spaced internal flanges or location members
90 for location in the cut outs 68 in the lip 66 of the tray 52.
The central boss 80 in the base of the tray 54 is mounted for
rotation relative to the tray 54 and is provided with a finger
grip 92, as seen in FIG. 6.

Referring back to FIG. 3, four radial flanges 94 are pro-
vided at the junction of the sleeve 56 with the dividing mem-
ber 20 and taper from the sleeve 56 to the outer edge of the
dividing member 20. Two of the opposing radial flanges 94
are provided with slots 96 therein which extend right through
the dividing member 20 to its underside as shown in FIG. 5.
The slots 96 are disposed in faces of the radial flanges 94
which face an anticlockwise direction of movement as indi-
cated in FIG. 3. In other words, the slots 96 face in the same
direction as the flats of the arrestor elements 74.

Referring in particular to FIG. 2, a number of cylindrical
magnets 58, three of which are shown, are provided within a
hermetically sealed unit 98, which is a clearance fit inside the
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sleeve 56. The separation element 52 and sleeve 56 are made
from a plastics material which is non-magnetic.

The operation of the separator 10 will now be described.
The separator is suitable for use with all central heating sys-
tems and can be fitted anywhere in the main circuit. However
in order to achieve the best protection for the boiler it is
recommended that the separator be fitted after the last radiator
in the circuit before the boiler. The return flow pipe to the
boiler should be connected to the inlet 16 and the outlet 18 is
then connected back to the return pipe for connection to the
boiler. The inlet and outlet 16, 18 are unrestricted, and there-
fore there should be minimal restriction to the flow by instal-
lation of the separator. The inlet 16 is provided substantially
tangentially to the wall of the first chamber 22 directly above
the dividing member 20. The outlet 18 is also tangentially
disposed at the upper end of the first chamber 22 just below
the position of the conical deflector 60.

Once installed, the tray 54 is connected to the separation
element 52 by means of the bayonet connection 82, 84. The
finger grip 92 is rotated to engage the opposed pins 84 in the
L-shaped slots 82 to lock the tray 54 to the dividing member
20 and integral sleeve 56. The hermetically sealed magnet
pack is disposed within the sleeve 56. Conveniently it can be
moved in and out of the tubular sleeve by sliding. The
assembled separator element 52 can then be lowered into the
separator chamber 14 and the closure portion 26 screwed onto
the end of the housing 12. Any air in the separator 10 can be
removed using the fitting 38, as previously described.

As the system water flows through the inlet 16, swirl is set
up in the first chamber 22 around the magnets 58 and any
magnetite is attracted to the external wall of the sleeve 56,
where it collects. As the flow passes over the top of the
dividing member 20, the flow is slowed by virtue of the tips of
the arrestor elements 74 and the radial flanges 94. A portion of
the flow is also directed by the radial flanges down through the
apertures or slots 96 into the second chamber 24. The flow in
the second chamber is slowed further by the arrestor elements
74 and walls 72, to such an extent that particles fall out of
suspension and collect in the tray 54. Build up of particles
tends to occur close to the arrestor elements and walls, where
the flow is slowest.

Flow is able to pass out of the second chamber 24 back into
the first chamber through the apertures 76 and also through
the apertures 96.

For cleaning, the inlet and outlet 16,18 of the separator can
be isolated, the pressure inside the housing released by the
bleed valve, and the closure portion 26 removed. The separa-
tion element 52 can then be removed. Twisting of the finger
grip 92 in the anti-clockwise direction, as indicated in FIG. 6,
releases the bayonet fastening and the tray 54 can be removed
for cleaning. The magnetic sealed unit 98 can be removed
from the tubular sleeve, as required for cleaning.

The separator can be re-commissioned after cleaning, by
re-assembly, connection to the system and removal of any air
through the bleed valve. The separator is highly effective at
removing magnetic and non-magnetic contaminant particles
held in suspension, and helps maintain optimum heating sys-
tem performance.

The invention claimed is:

1. A separator comprising a housing, a separator chamber
contained within the housing, a dividing member for substan-
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tially dividing the separator chamber into a first chamber and
a second chamber, an inlet and outlet to the first chamber, a
flow path provided between the first and second chambers for
allowing flow to circulate between the first and second cham-
bers, guide means for guiding only a portion of the flow from
the inlet through the second chamber, and obstruction means
provided in the second chamber for slowing flow through the
second chamber, the second chamber being in fluid commu-
nication with the inlet and outlet only via the first chamber.

2. A separator as claimed in claim 1, in which the housing
includes a body portion and a removable closure portion, the
removable closure portion being screw threaded into the body
portion.

3. A separator as claimed in claim 1, in which the second
chamber includes a tray having a base and at least one side-
wall for collecting sediment.

4. A separator as claimed in claim 3, in which the dividing
member adjoins and is releasably connected to the tray.

5. A separator as claimed in claim 4, in which the dividing
member is connected to the tray by means of a bayonet fixing.

6. A separator as claimed in claim 5, in which a magnet is
provided in the first chamber.

7. A separator as claimed in claim 6, in which a tubular
sleeve is provided around the magnet.

8. A separator as claimed in claim 7, in which the tubular
sleeve is mounted to the dividing member and extends longi-
tudinally along a central axis of the first chamber.

9. A separator as claimed in claim 8, in which a substan-
tially conical deflector is mounted at the upper end of the first
chamber for accelerating flow in the upper part of the cham-
ber.

10. A separator as claimed in claim 9, in which the conical
deflector is mounted to the tubular sleeve.

11. A separator as claimed in claim 10, in which the tray,
separation member, tubular sleeve and substantially conical
deflector are removable for cleaning.

12. A separator as claimed in claim 3, in which the obstruc-
tion means includes a plurality of pins.

13. A separator as claimed in claim 12, in which at least one
of'the pins extends through an aperture in the dividing mem-
ber into the first chamber.

14. A separator as claimed in claim 13, in which the pins
extend perpendicularly from the base of the tray and are
cylindrical or substantially conical.

15. A separator as claimed in claim 14, in which at least one
of'the pins is cut away on one side to present a flat surface to
flow through the inlet.

16. A separator as claimed in claim 1, in which a bleed
valve is provided for bleeding air from the separator.

17. A separator as claimed in claim 1, in which a dosing
point is provided for adding liquid to the separator.

18. A separator as claimed in claim 1, in which the obstruc-
tion means includes a plurality of radial walls.

19. A separator as claimed in claim 1, in which a plurality
of radial walls are provided on the dividing member and
extend into the first chamber.

20. A separator as claimed in claim 19, in which an aperture
is provided through the dividing member at the base of at least
one of the radial walls, the radial wall guiding flow through
the aperture.



